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WHITAKER TAFE 

This recording is being race on Sunday, Sept. 6, 1971, at tne 
Holme, Cliviger, in the ecsunty of Lancashire, England, by Eric Hal- 
steac. It is made especially for Mr. Raumond McNair of Cedar Lodge, 
Ericket Wood, St. Albans, England. (London area.) 

I have to apologize, Mr. MeNair, for treaking my promise to send 
you this recording earlier, tut I had diffichlties, and eventually I 
have had to make os new recording. 

This is a talk on the WHITAKERS end THE HOLME which I crepared a~ 
pout two years ago for the local Anticuarian Society. 

This is now the tulk went: 

I think it would be imsossgitle for anyone to live at The Holme 
ard remain indifferent to the Whiteker farily, who lived here in an 
unbroken line for five, or maybe six, hundred years. To me personally, 
an atmosphere of the old femily permeated the souse; it is a kindly 


atmosonere, and I never feel alone trere. From time to time we heve 


nad visitore from america, descendants of Wnhitekers of siolme who 


emigrated to the Americen colonies some three and a half centuries aro. 


Many of these visitors enamate = cersonel eure which coinci 


1 


ies tost 
Gefirnitely with thet intangivle influence which I sense to be about the 
place. 

Tne surname Whitaker can be traced back in old Lancashire records to 
be shout 200 years after tne Norman Conouvest. Before that time surnames 
were seldom used. veorzle lived in small comnunities where every-one knew 
everyone else, and it was sufficient idenity to be known as Robert's son, 

Any of tnese derivations would be more credible to me than tne color 
white. For my part, I sut my money on the waeat field. .owever, tne 
true derivetion of the surneme ig lost, also the time and circumetances 
of the femily's arrival in Lanesshire and their settlement at the Holme 


in Clivicer,. 
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Dr. Tnomas Dunnam Whitaker, the historian, living and writing at 
The tolme in tne late 1700's stated that he had everything but postive 
croof that nis family and all tne Whitakers in Lancasnire were branches 
of the Waitakers of High Whitaker in Fadium, Padium, not many miles from 
The nolme, is a very ancient townshin. 

William the Norman, after tue concuest, vroceeded to ancortion the 
land to his deserving nenehmen, the barone. In peturn, they gave to 
him oaths of loyalty and paid fixed fees in cash, kind, or service, 
These overlords, or tenants-in~chief, subdivided their realms, making 
grants to their own friends and henchmen and sometimes to their prev- 
jous Saxon landowners. In return, they demanded loyalty, rents, and 
services. They all made orofits. And the matter of rendering services, 
when these entailed labor, was, as far as sossible, sassed down the 
line. This, of course, was tne feudal system, which was operating in 
Eurocve at the time, and I think it was necessary and a good system, 

Tor tne time beings. 

A DeLacy cnarter of 1302, confirming tals grant, records tuat the 
previous tsnant was one Robert of uolme. It would therefore appear that 
this Robert had neld the land as a subtenant to . | _ and that he 
now lost nis tenure to the Middlemores, all, that is, exceot elirht acres 
wniehn he was still holding in 1311, nine vears later. At this time 
the Fiddlemores holding was 60 acres. There is no trace of a son of 
these Middlemores, and Dr. T. D. Whitaker presumed that a daughter of 
tne -iddlesores married a Richard Whitaker from vadiham. From the in- 
comzlete records of the neriod it would appear that the Middlemore 
estate mig.t nave passed to the made side of the De la Leigh family 
and then to the family who were holding land there in 1380. 


Richard Whiteker from Padiham is known to have been in this district 


in 1337, but it is not xnown where nis nomestead was situated. Pee 
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Tne Middlemores might have made a grant of land to him when he married 
their daughter, or he may have acquired the eight acres of land which 
had been retained by Robert of dolme. 

Being established in such manner before the death of his wife's 
parents, he would have been in a good position to retain his holdings 
througn the successive changes in the holdings of the main estate. 

This would seem to be a reasonatle theory of how the Whitakers came to 
The Holme, and if correet, the date of their arrival here would have 
been 1337 or earlier. The family line can be traced with certaintity to 
a Thomas Whitaker living at The Holme in 1431. It would be reasonable 
to assume that they were well established at that time, The precise 
boundaries of the estate are not recorded, but one thing is certain; the 
Whitekers came to The Holme; they »rospered, and they stayed. The  _ _ 
of Hopton and the Whitekers of Padiham would have been near neighbors. 

Both families neld their land as free tenants, and the marriase between 
children of their families would be a distinct possibility. 

Free tenants were the elite of the lord's tenants. In return for 
tneir obligations to the tenant-in-chief tney had full control of their 
lands, being able to sublet or hand it down as they pleased. Whe Whitakers 
were well-established in “adiham in 1300, but of their arrival there no 
record has Leen found, But to nold lands as tenants it would seem logical 
to assume that they had nowérful friends or had some special connection 
with the overlord, the DeLacys. They may even have had some DeLacey 
blood in their veing. 

It is not known whether Richard ceme and took over a farmstead al- 
ready in existence or if he tuilt «= new one for himself. The original 


wuilding of The Holme would be combined d»elling nouse and farm, and 


sood husbandry would have Made the family practically self-supporting 


and show profits on wool, mutton, and »ernaps on oats. There would be 
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game in the woods and fish in the river. 
The place name HOLME is of Norse derivation, meaning "lend liabba& 
to be flooded." As a place name it is very widespread. I might say that 
the riverside meadows opposite The Holre are still liable to be flooded. 
Earliest maps of Lancashire show a manor house at The Holme. It was 2 


building of some imnortance in late Tudor times. 


There would be an abundance of oak in the valley, and the first 


manor house would have teen of frame, as was common in this district. 

In late Tudor times the Whitekers were sufficiently wealthy and secure 
to commence the rebuilding of their house in masonry. The centrel hall 
and east wing were dealt with in about 1603. This sortion would contain 
the private rooms of the family. The west wing, which would contain the 
doméstic quarters, and acoordins to Dr. Thomac Dunham Whitaker, one or 
more hide-noles for oriests, was not rebuilt until 1717/ This is some- 
wnet of an enigma. Wow could the family at Holme remain Catholic when 


@ son, William, was the most famous Protestant in Gngland in Elizabeth's 


tS 


elen? William wae the father of Jabez, who emigrated to America. 
Amother major building work was carried out in the 1850's, about the 
time when the railway came to the valley. Additions wwere made to the 
rear of the nouse at the time, including two tedrooms for the family, 
two for the servants, a housckeecer's room, and one for the butler; also 
a coach nouse, a harvest room, and a room for suttine the fish cought in 
the existing river Calder(?), and a newly tuilt fishpond on the Clough 
penind the house. There are also laundry rooms and others. Scales were 
also built a short distance from the house, together with a joiner's shop, 
@ saw pit, and a emithy. 
The ordinance of 1843 shows a large building straddling the 


entrance to the drive to the house on the west. 
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The stables and coach-house might well have been situated there be- 
for the 1€50 elterations. There are irdications that at the same time 
the course of the Clough, a riverlet, was diverted from a former course 
benind the nouse on the north side where it would probably act as a main 
sewer to a new course passing the house on the east and fsoing across the 


meadows to join the River Ceulder in a fresh place. 


+ 


The southern wall of the house was breached in the center to make a 
new entrance door to the scorch, gitting direct access to the main hall. 
Formerly, as was usual in this part of Eneland, the entrance had been to 
some minor hall or lobby, in this case to the west of the main hall, and 
there had been no direct access to the main hall and the auarters and the 
private quarters of the family, which were in the east wing. 

In carrying out some repairs a few years ago, the original oaken 
doorframe was uncovered. It was still in sound condition. Above it we 
partly uncovered a massive oak beam which had orobably formed part of the 
old timber frame buildings. There are come forty rooms in the house, and I 
once counted thirty-two chimney pots on the roof, 

I have it on good authority that there was a regular delivery of one 
ton of coal each week to the house, and often I wonder how many servants 
were needed in winter time to attend the fires. On the rare occasions 
when I have hed five fires to attend to, I haven't had much time for any 
thing else. 

The water suvsly to the house was also a major undertaking. From a 
spring on the far cide of the valley, to tne south, the water was grevity 
fed through pipes to a stone-built cisters in a field hich uo behind the 
house to the north. I should guees that the cisters would give a sixty-foot 
nead of water to the house. It also sunslies weter to the church school, 
four cottases, two farmsteads, anc an inn. There would be one or two miles 
of piping in the project. Also & nine-inch diameter castiron water pine 
was laid from the fish sond on the Clourn to the rear of the house to which 


fire hoses could te connected. Later it was used to run a dyname to suvoly 
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electricity to the house and to the church. 

The Whitakers had their own electricity supply before electric lights 
appeared in the nearby township of Burnley. 

The Whitakers ka@ through the ages have built three churches in the 
district. The first was the old Chantry Chapel built by Richard Whit- 
aker of Holme just a few hundred yards to the west of Phe Holme itself. 
The foundation date is uncertain. Some authorities give it as fist before 
the dissolution of the monastaries, 1536 or 37, while others, including 
Dr. Thomas D. Whitaker, give a date just after the dissolution. [I see 
no mention of the Chantry Chapel in the records of Whalley Abbey. Per- 
haps the building was commenced before the dissolution and completed 
afterwards. It was a small building, some 14 by 6 yards, inside measure- 
ments, and would probably be used by the Whitakers and the local farmers. 
But the use of this chapel was short-lived. For some ten years after the 
monastaries were suppressed, another law was passed which suppressed the 
Chantry Chavels. There is no record of any activity in the church for a- 
bout a hundred years, when s stivend curate was appointed with a salary of 
50 pounds a year, which he did not appear to have earned. Another hundred 
years passed before the chapel was in regular use again, by which time it 
had become somewhat ruinous. Shortly afterward in 1788 it was torn down anc 
a new church built nearby on slightly higher ground by Thomas Dunham Whit- 
aker of The Holme. This was consecrated in 1794. 

About one hundred years later a new chancel and an organ were given 
to the church by Mrs. Mary Charlotte Whitaker, who wac the last of the 
family in direct line of succession to live in The Holme. This good lady 
also built a church in the village of Cornholm (?), a few miles distant 
on the opposite side of the hill. 

The church at:-Holme contains some pleces of woodwork which are thought 
to have come from Warwick and the Kirkstall Abbey. A vault inside the 


church contains the remains of some of the Whitaker family. 
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Before leaving tne church, I would like to quote 4 passare from 
Mr. Frank Redmond's booklet published in 1969 to mark the 175th anni- 
vesary of the foundation. He writes, "Looking down the pathway from 
the the weet door, the view is one of beauty and tranquility, with so 
much unchanged by the demands of the present age. The scene stretches 
out keyond the billage, through the fields, woodlands, and scattered 
farmsteads until it meets the skyline on the lonely side of the field. 
Beacon lights were made on the fell to mark the beginning of the pil- 
grimaze of grace during the reign of Henty VIII and later in 1588 to 
warn the country side of the approach of the Svanish Armada." One of 

ne last beacon fires to have been made on this eerie pike g was to 
celebrate the 25 years of George V's reign. 

Now for the family of the Whitakers--whatever it is that causes a 
family line to produce outstanding men generation after generation, the 
Whitakers certainly possessed it. Perhaps men are snurred on by pride 
of their ancestors and try to emulate them, or »merhaps it is a matter 
of their genes, passed on from father to son. I give credit to the genes. 
They specialized in producing theologians, administrators, writers, sur- 
geons, and similary type of men. One would think there would have been 
some anti-social ones over the centuries; I have found no record of such. 
If one can believe Shakespeare's lines, 


"The evil which men do lives after them, 
The good is often interred with their bones..." 


In 1530 Thomas Whitaker married an Elizabeth Nowell of Reed, whose 
brother, Alexander, was Deen of St. Paul's, London. Another brother, 
Lawrence, was Dean of Litchfield. Another brotner, Robert, was 
Adtée attorney of the Court of Wards. 

The thirdason of Thomas and Elizabeth was William, born in 1438 at 
The Holme. After an early education at Burnley Grammer School, he went 


to London at the age of twelve, to his uncle the Dean of St. Paul's, 
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the Royal favorites, the Cecils. Later ne went 

To Camsridge where nue distincuished himself, and at the ase of 31 ne 
was elected Master of St. John's Collese there. He was a Puritan and 
e, Calvinist, an eminent controversialist and a writer; refutine the 
ercsuments of the Roman Cnurch. Even is vrincival Catnolic adversaries 
admitted tneir admiration for nim. ue became tne most famous tneol@gian 
of Tudor times in Englaad. 

Only a Few vears aso I received @ request for information on William 
from a Dutch etudent at the University of Utrecht. 

On Williem's death in 1595 Queen Elizabeth spoke of vcurchasing his 
library to assist his widow, but there is no record of this act of regal 


charity taking »lace. 


ais 
F 
con 
ce) 


oortraite of Dr. William heng in St. John's College Cambtridze, 


and anothe 


ry 


of John Ryland's library in Menenester. 

¢ elder son, Alexander, also entered the church, and he 
emigrated to the new colony of Virginia in 1511. There he nad tne care 
of the conztregation of nenrico on tne James River, wnich was the second 
oarign to be established in the dolony. He became known as tne Avcostle 
of Virginia. 


He baptized the celetrated Indian »brincess, Focahontas. A paintins 


be 


o 


of tnis ca@remony now nanes in the United States Cacitol buildine end 


Pi 


carries an acknowledsement of his services. ie also serforned tne 


marriace gf ceremony of Tocanontas and Jonn Rolfe. ‘ocahontas came to 


Enslend, died there, and was buried Just outside London, 

William's HELGE Cn, Jebez, followed Alex: nder to Virginia in 1520 
where he cettled and became @ mencber of tne nouse of Burgesses tuere, 
From Jabez many of the wnhitakers now livins in America can trace their 


direct descent. 
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During the following fifty years at least eleven more whitakers e 
emigrated to the colonies, althoush it is improbable that all were 
from fhed JR/ F Holme family. 

I have had the privilege of meeting several of the descendants of 
Jabez, and I will mention a few just to orove the genes still retain 
their potency. One of these, the Rev. James C. Whitaker, of Westfield, 
New Jersey, has visited us twice, and he nas given me assistance in 
precaring these notes. dames has in his charge the First Methodist 
Church of Westfield. It is hooed that he will take a service in the 
enurch at The Holme on his next visit. You see the genes are still 
producing theologians. 

Last year we had calls from three other descendants of Jabez-- a 
surgeon, James W. McLaurin, M.D., of Baton Rouze; also, Samuel Edward 
and Charles Evans Whitaker of Kansas City, Missouri. One of these 
geneldmen held the position of Judge of the Supreme High Court. 

Richard B. Whitaker, who called in 1964, was an architect. 

Another of the family, F. H. Whitaker, of Delhi, La., first visited 
England just after the war, a special representative of the U. 8S. Dept. 
of Agriculture. On a subsequent visit he purchased several family 
heirlooms from Phe Holma, including oil paintings, a dining table with 
chairs which were said to have been made from a Yew Tree which grew be-~ 
hind the house and was a natal tree of the father of Jabez. Francis 
designed and built a new house to hold his treasures. I have not yet 
met Francis, but ne, too has given considerable help in compiling these 
notes. His grandfatner, I might mention, owned a 5000 acre cotton 
plantation. 

At least two of the Whitakers who emigrated before the colonies brok 
With England fought with the colonists during the Revolutionary War. 


In America the Whitakers nave the reputation of being a vigorous, 


resourceful, and self-reliant race, 
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I cannot end this Whitaker sage without saying something about 
Dr. Thomas Dunham Whitaker, who was, in my opinion, the most outstanding 
character of this line of men. He was born in 1759. 

Dr. Thomas Dunham Whitaker came to live &4t The Holme when he was one 
year old when his father inherited the estate.Although he suffered con- 
tinuously from illnesses in infancy, he went to Cambridge at the age of 
sixteen, studied law there, and took his Bachelor's degree. His father 
died wnen Thomas Dunham was only 23, whereupon he came and gook over the 
inheritance at Tne Holms. In the following 39 years of his life he dis- 
played remarkable energies and talents. JI will list some of his ach- 
ievements. He took the degree of Dr. of Law; he planted more than 400,000 
trees on his estate and carried out some natural landscaping. 26 built 
he new church at Holme. He was ordained in 1785 and was licensed to per- 
petual curacy of Holme Church after the rebuilding. He became Vicar of 
Whalley and Vical of Blackburn and Vicar of - - - - - é He was a justice 
of the peace of Lancashire, and also justice of the peace of the west 
region of Yorkshire. He sat on turnpike boards. He was a patroit of 
Turner, the artist. He instituted a local litery clug. In 1820, he was 
chies magistrate of the district, and refused to turn out the military on 
rioting miners who were marching on the town of Burnley, but he went alone 
in his carriage to meet them, and he succeeded in persuading them to re- 
turn quietly to their homes. By this action he probably prevented a 
massacre. 

He preached in many places and occasionally published a sermon. I have 
one of these preached and made in 1800. He was a tynogravhist and an 
archeologist of mebit. He had a valuatle collection of local items of the 
Roman occupation of this district. tis writings were, in quality and 
quantity, most extraordinary. iis best known work in our district is "The 


History of the 2arish of Whalley", a colossal work, and which has served 
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for. succeeding writers, and for myself, as a textbook in comriling 
this talk. 

ne wrBte similar Sistoried of Craven and of Richmondshire. dis re- 
search for these tnuree took nim in research in countless archives of 
countries, families, and churches. Ae must nave svend countless nours 
in the saddle or in his carriarce. He wrdte nistorical works and re- 
edited the writinse of former scholars. He had fx five children. The 
Whitaker scenes really excelled tnemeel¥es in this man. On his death, in 
1€21, he was laid to rest in his own church at Holme in ea coffin made from 
e large tree, one of his own planting and which he had previously selected 
for the purnose. 

On the deatn of his sreat-granddaucshter, Mary Charlotte, in 1912, 
without cnildren, tne direct line of the family ended. The estate them 
passed to another branch of Thomas Dunham's cnildren. dis eldest daurhter, 
Luch, had married a Stakkie, one of the county families. wusr daughter 
hed married a Power. Their daurhter, Thomas Dunham's great-sreat-grand- 
daucnter, Hleanor, had married a Col. Francis Hastines McNamera, and her 
family inherited the estate. Her son Charles died in 1936 while his father 
was etill livins at The Holme with his second wife. The wife, Mrs. McNemara 
lived on after the Colonel's death until 1958, when his son Charles’ 
daughter, Patricia, inherited the estate. She decided not to take un 
residenec- at The Holme, anu tne estate was solid. Tie 
land came to my own family, and the contents of The 
holme were disposed either privately or by auction. 

Wuen we came to live nere in 1959, fust before Christmas, we found the 
house was badly in need of repairs. Evidently no repair work had been 
carried out for many, many years. I am afraid if tnis hed contineed for 
another one or two vears, the house would have been past repair. The roof 


v 


was in a bad condition, and quite a lot of the roof we have had to strip 
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working in the house for three months, 


problem. 


There have been no proper fires in 
and tne nlace was very cold and damo. 


felt at home immediately we steoped 
Situated, has a fine view across 
asc tne Cliviser Gorre commences, 


a7 


aowever, this nas come to the 


ijt interesting, and we are alway 


oa 


descendants of Jabez. 

asain someday. 
rrousht by Raymond F. McNair to 
Mrs. Hubert (Grace) H. Sunt, Jr. 
Eox 296, Salem, Ark. 72576 


October 12, 1971 


Woodworm was ramsant, end 


end of my liftle talk. 


oleas 


i) 
a) 
oO 
bo 
w 
bY 
be 
ima) 
ct 
69] 


“@ had woodworm sp 
and I think they have solved that 
the house for many, many years, 


However, we liked the nlace, and 
The nouse is finely 


just wnere what is known 


Io nove you find 


sed to welcome visitore from the 


anc we none to gee you 
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Dr. William Whiteker, (1648-1665) Mester of St. doun'e Colleze wae the 


fatner of Rev. Alexender Captain Jabez Whitaker, 


2 
a 


THE FIRST OF OUR LINE IN AMERICA 
Capt. Jabez Whiteker, brother of Rev. Alexander Whitaker, who emigrated to 
Jamestown Colony, Va., about 1620, was a member of the House of Burgesses 
in 1623 and a member of the Council in 1626. He married Mary, daughter of 


d 


Sir Jomun Eourchier, enc was the father of et least one son, William, who 


was born in England about 1618 and first appears in Virginia records in 


= 


639. He resided in Jsmes City County, and left issue there of two sons, 
Williem and Richard. Of the first of these -rothers, little 1s known, but 
Richard resided in Warwick County, Va., and died there atout 1696. By his 
wife, probably Blizabeth Pyrland, ne had a son Jonn. John Whitaker, son of 
Richard of warwick Céunty, Va., married Mertna Gouch of the Bpame place and 
had issue of eight cnildren: Richard, Gough, Robert, John James, Williem 
Dudley and Martha. Of whom the sons settled in Hslifax County, N.C. in 
the early eirhteenth century. 

Of the last mertioned brothers, sons of Johnend Martha (Gough), 
Richard left iesue in Helifax County, by fhis wife, Elizabeth Cary, of 
John, Richard, Cary, Arne, Hlizabeth, Temoy end Martha. 

Dudley settled in Tarboro County, N. ¢C. and left issue by his wife, 
Mary Pierce, of Francis, Lunsford, Robert, Thomas and Dudley Waiteker. 

(The above from edia Research Bureau, Washington, D.C/) 
(In letter cf Mer. 16,1968, from Mrs. Lula Skillman, copy of Deed 


Record Looki7, FP. 293, Halifax County, N.C.: 
March 4, 1791, Lunsford Whitaker to Dudley waitaker for 100#, all his 


interest in the lands of his Father, Dudley Whitaker, ¢eceased, on the 


side of Deeo Creek, 709 Acres Adj.: Samuel, Hdvard, Tobias, & Robert Whitaker. 


1761, Richard “hitaker, John Whiteker, We. “nitaker, James Whitaker, 
George ard Dudley *hitaker of salifax to their brother Robert Whitaker, 


a Negro boy: Bro0k &, Pace 152. 
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Lunsford Whitaker had twelve children, sons; Eli Calvin, Dudley, 
Rovert, Lunsford and John. Eli Calvin was the younzest son, and his 
Father and Motner died vhen he vas a very small toy. He in company with 
an older brother, Lunsford, came to tis cortion of the country;(TennéMiss. ), 
He was so young that he remembers vefy little about his relatives . A cony 
of a letter from Mrs. E.S.Whitaker, Cincinatti,O., to Hli Calvin (1868} 
advises nim that his Grandfather's name was Dudley and that nis Uncles' 
names vere: Robert, Dudley, Thomas and Prancis. Mr.#.&.Wnitaker at that 
time was compiling a nistorical Gcnealosical chart of the Whitaker families. 

(The above information from zerox copies of letters dated, Oct.30,1879, 
and Jan. 5, 1880) from Hary A. Whitaker, third wife of Eli Calvin to 
Mre, Ester Caroline Whitaker, widow of Jonun, wiio was the son of ELI Benton 
Whitaker and Martha Branch. She was dchn's 4th wife. 

These letters were furnished us throurh the courtesy of Mrs. Katherine 
W. Coulborn, of ort Arthus, Texas, Feb. 25, 1968, to whom we are vrate- 
fully indebted. Mrs, Skillman forwarded letters from us to Ere, Coulborn, 
and to both of tuem we are forever vrateful. 

Eli Calvin Whitaker, 1920-1684, Born in Halifex County, li.¢.’ five or 
six miles from Enfield, k.C.(family Bible), son of Lunsford Whitaker, 
married first, Emoline Davenoort, and nad issue of sons: Francis, 

George Rix, Warren Caldwell and daushter Martha, Married 2nd., kate 
waitson, had children: Eli Meredith, Laura and Lary Amma. Married 3ré, 
Ere. Mary A. Yowell and had dau nters: Nona, Josie and Fannie. 

Kary A. Yowell Whitaker's dau~nter, Alice by former warriage, married 


George Rix, son of #1i Calvin and Emoline. 


al 
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Eli Meredith Whitaker, son of Eli Calvin and Kate Whitson, married Mar 
Acee and had children: Henry Calvin, Lula,@eorge Warren and Eli Meredith, 
Eli Meredith II, 1897, son of Eli Meredith and Mary Acee, married 
Harriette Margarete Calhoun, April 22, 1930, and have one son, Eli 
Meredith III. Eli Meredith III, v Sept. 7, 1932, msrried Arleta Campbell, 
Oct, 20, 1957 and they have three sons: Eli Meredith IIII, Seot Campbell 


and Mathew Kent. ; 
birth marriace- death 


George Rix Whitaker June 30, 1852 Dec. 18, 76 Apr. 20, 1919 
married — 

Alice Loulse Yowell © Aug 31,1857 Feb.16, 1928 
Children, . . a 
“Geo, Annie Whitaker Apr. 4, 1878 = Guly 27, 78 
Dudley Vassar " Aug.21,1879  » July 18,1912 Augs 24,1955 
Mary Frances 4 July 15, 1884, .-. | Auge 10,1881 
Gee Pool " Oct. 33. 1082 > .°"* June 23,1956 
Bon " Aug. 7,1885 | Aug.29, 1885 
Kittie Clyde " Oct. 29,1897 - Dece 1,1912 : 
Ruth Carl . Jan. 23,1894 Dec. 4,1912 


Dudley Vassar Whitaker married Cora England, no children. 
Kittie Clyde Whitaker married Jason (Jack) C. Ryan, 
daughter, Cora Louise Ryan, b.cApr,°1915, married Joe B. Rife, 
Ruth Carl Whitaker married W. Adrain Turner, 
daughter, Alice Louise Turner, bs. April, 1915, married S.L. Eennedy. 


Page 17 of 29 


Pascagoula Public Library 
Genealogy & Local History Dept. 
Whitaker Family 


Nov, 4, 1972 
Dear Folks, 
Stella and I were delighted to receive thet tood letter from Eli. The 
Lord must etill nave something for you to do. we were sorry to learn of 


Harriette's problem with her es but gled tne medication is effective. 


cy 

At the conclusion of the Olymvics I rented &@ car. This was the be- 
einnines of a 35CO Kilometer cCrive on the continent that stopped in Paris, 
a flicht to London and a tnousand mile drive on tne British Isles, ended 
this sase for the Whitakers. 

From Funich we drove south throusn the Alos in Austria and down to the 
Erenner Fass, ehades of iiitler's meetines. Itely lay anead with 211 the 
ruins and glories of the past. Florence “eld tne catnedrals and treasures 
yeaterdeay glong with Michaelencelo's David. The beauties of the Vatican 
wae at Rome. One could feel and cee tre sower, the riches, tne prestire, 
the artistry of tne Homan church, but did not cee its faith. We were thrilled 
upon viewing the Colsium wnere so many were killed for their faith in Christ. 
iow taat kind of faith is needed today. It eurorisecd us to see that it had 
been taken over by cate. Just glancine around you could cee 30 or 40 cats, 
that were running over the ruins. we did drive along the Frenehn ard Italian 
Rivera, oagsing tnrourh Monaco but didn't see Princess Grace. Before ending 
in Paris we cut over to Geneva, Switzerland. It is an old, clean, livable 
city. One could understand nations wantine to meet here for conferences. Of 
ccurse, we had to think of Pop wnen we drove into Paris. All those stories 
ne would tell when, es kids, we would ask apout his life, flasned across my 
mind. Paris is like NYC, a place to cee but who would want to live there? 

Next we flew to London, rentec another car and drove to some friends in 
Cornwell. From here we ¢tarted out for tne Whitaker nomestead. Before leav- 
ing for Europe I nad written Mr. Eric ualeteacd, askins permicsion to visit 
tne nolme. Se did invite us to make tne trio. we must cive tne Lord tne credit 
for this opportunity. When I learned early in the year of my trip to Munich, 


I decided not to visit Memphis this year. Yet the opportunity care with ten 
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days off, so we made tie trip. Way after all these years of Harriette's 
looking for txe Whitakers should sie have tunis information on the Holme. 
Then, with Bli sick, now did she think about giving it to me? It was the 
Lord. 

Tne old Whiteker manor house is locatéd in the county of Lancashire 
in tne northwestern part of England. Some of the large cities in this 
county are Liverpool, Blacknool, Manchester and Burnley. The Rural 
District of Durnley is made uv of 20 parishes, one of which is Cliviger. 
Cliviger covers an srea of 6,745 acres with a ponulation of 1,526. 
This perish combines the hamlets of Mereclousn, Overtown, Walk Mill, Red Lee 
and .iolme. ciolme of solme Cnacel, end tre old Estatlished Church of St. 
Jdonn is nere, is wnere tne whitekers started. This is in the Cliviger 
Gorge about which Jessica Lofthousce writes in her book, Lanchasnire's Old 
Families, "The Gorge of Cliviger, a long and solitary pass through the 
English Appyennine, where eacles lone a:o cluns to over-hanging rock spurs 
and instinctively tne traveller struck scurs into nie horse and accelerated 
nie pace. In todays suidebook one reads "From Bavney to Todmorden the 
road oasses tnrouch the Borbidding and romantic Clivizer Gorge. To me it 
wags a peaceful valley with hills overlookines that have been denudded of 
trees, yet Dr. Whitaker was said to have olanted 434,000 trees, larch, 
mountain ash and birch between 17€4 and 1799. Tnis land had been branted 
to Richard de Wiiteker (I wonder how tnat "de" sot there), end remained 
with trem until sold in 1959. It was in the 1330's that Richard took over. 

Tone house is stone now, orisinally timber, two story and of tudor 
design. It spreads out about 100 feet with wines on eitnuer side and the 
entrance is now in tae cdénter. Another wing on tne back extends from the 
center, making tue house about 100 feet in deotn. Since tnis old stone 
house nas been added to through out tne past centuries, no one really known 
what tne origins] looked like. One usually expects English homes to be 


smell, cut éne entrance room of the Holme is ebout 24 by 40 feet. There 


Page 19 of 29 


Pascagoula Public Library 
Genealogy & Local History Dept. 
Whitaker Family 


-3= 


Tnere is a firevlace on either side. The walls ere covered with dark oak 
veneling end tne ceilinr has asavy veams. The fire place on tne left has 
two coats of arms atove it, one the alsteads and the other the whitekers. 


Walking straisnt alead turourh massive doors, one saw a nich vaulted etair 


Os 


well witn leaded stained slass windows that came from the Whalley Church. 


Incidentaly, today in this cnurch txrere is a etained rlass window tnat con- 
tains 25 families, one is the Wnitaker's. The rooms in the wines are about 
30 by 35 feet. One is tue dining room tnuat contains a side board so MaSSive, 
nearly 12 Teet lons, it was left when the contents were auctioned. The stone 
fireslace nad a large dark wooden mantel tuat was held up by unicuely car- 
ved wooden columns. Near tnuis fire-vlece was another sideboard tuat was 
covered with carvinss derictine Bitlical scenes. 

On the other wine was @ room arout tne same size as the dinins e#rea, 
It was here that William Whiteker was born. Again Miss Lofthouse says, 
"William wae teken under Unele Alevonder's (Nowell) wine at St. Paul's Sehool 
and went to Cumbridre where his Erilliance led to sis election as srofessor at 
a very early are. In disnute few could mester him, thoueghn the most vocal 
~opists pitted tucir wits aeainst iim end Futher Cumeion zttacked Aim in wis 


finest rhetoric. is death came too soon, ess of study when Master 


of St. Jokn'e Colleze. In his weakened state ae set off for .olme tut on 


route fever struck nim down on tne Sti of Dec., 1595. "The most learned 


veretic that I neve ever read", wrots « Fapist. Queen Elizabeth cave Lim 


at 


the Cneancellorgei: of St. Paul's: ae rie ensolain"™. 


One can underetand way the nortrait of the younr cueen, Elizabeth, had long 


un 


been treasured by the Whitskers wio reached crominence in “er reign. William 
x 
wag the father of Alexander, the first tissionary to Vireirnia, end Jabez who 


wno bantized t.¢ cwincess “ocznontas, after ner conversicn to the Chriaetian 


feitu und msrried Ler to vgohn Rolfe. 


ois une bore a a ts cele ae a 
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Gettins Beck to the UNolrme, the un eteirs rooms are connected ty e long 


wit. Mr. uobetead “ed made one room light and 


cheery “y -maintinzs the dark xp well white. —It ned elwaye teen céiled 
: : 

xr Phin hg Gate ae en EY Gea ee a ae 4 2 is 

Mrs. @..iteKer'’s room. at tie Led were iso wirse to pull. ne alarted tne 


servants: and tue otner Lifted a solt in 


and I were to huve spent the nisht. as we tue library Vr. xéel- 


;tend puikled down a book containing The Cnuren of Eneland Macazine orinted in 
1027. In the front was tne Whitaker coat of arms idenbifying it ss a book 
from the Whitexker library. 


nome I could only say to Mr. Naletead thet instead of 


enculd te Aunt Horrietée. When I think of all the work 


have cut into tne whitsker line, you are tne ones who snould 
eve geen tnis old colme. Hric cinletead «ae very Kind und extends an open 
+ 


invitation to 411 dubez descendunts to vitit him. Hhe hed spent many years 


as 
1 


living abroad for Sritiesh firms. VUnon retiring, he surcnuased tne aolme and 
invested ouite = bit of cupitel in it. In fact it is besining to drain wim 
dry ag there is too much for one mien to do, especially one not in tae prime 


of life. Eesides is wife, & son, iii¢e wife and two eaildren live tnere. The 


iN 


son and femily will be movinre soon. I suscested that the Holme be incornorated 


ee 1 stan , : Crile tea cool “Ae ree oak s eee thes ae “hy 5 
and tle sheres sold to the "cousins" there and svroad. Tris way you would 


the auBhor. I rot it from Sim as ne will contact 


tne author for enother. It has two ceres on tie tolme but nost of the infor- 


mation vou already ned. Tice cover of tie book sows the neraldic east window 
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a rev. comes C. Wiituker Lis mentioned, I con- 


for nurope and wé olan to get tosetner to com- 


pare notes. ase eaxid tue sanitakers were alwayve interested in tracing 


there, i wrote her a card sayin mad visited tne holme. A letter czme 


tas 


4 


from her the other day. Se thousht the card came from Warren. I am soing 


to write ner now, tellins in more detail about our visit. IT slso must zet 


co 


the info to rop and dim so have slenty of tysine to do. Will close, 


Me too /Stella 
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George Poole Whitaker |. 2 


‘| Services Last Wednesday 
Services for George Poole Whitak. 


her sis- 


reared at Holly Springs, died suq- 


fr. and | nis ‘Sister-in-law, Mrs. Dudley 
(r. and Whitaker, near Brandon, | 
uch at} a retired brakeman for the Mis- 
Souri Pacific Railroad, he was a 

2 were) member of the Brotherhood of 
i Mrs. Railroad Trainmen and a Methodist. 
He leaves two Sisters, Mrs. J.C. 

Tues- Ryan of Brandon anq- Mrs. W. aA, 


sister, Turner of Baton Rouge, La. 
taptist 


. peek Teel canted caKion 

3 : is tober 18, 1899, out. cc w b 

y ave Ke: county, Miss... Qc liclty In which, 

Jue of the family murdetet ies A HeEFOD ENG for, ileged complicity 40.7 
ies ee ne was yesterday acquitted a ee So — 
Russe , : 
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ft ciends 


rine a4d4 will c a at 


4p. m. Thursday at the graveside 
in Brandon cemetery for Dudley’ 
Vassar Whitaker, 76, who died at; 
the Brandon hospital Wednesday 
afternoon after several days’ ill- 
ness. The Rev. Cary Cox will of- 
ficiate, 

Mr. Whitaker was born and rear- 
ed in Holly.Springs, but had re- 
sided in Brandon for the past twen- 
ty two years. He was a- member 
of the Methodist church and a vet- 
eran of the Spanish American war. 

In addition to his wife, Mrs. Co- 
ra England Whitaker, he is surviv- 
ed by two sisters, Mrs. J. C. Ryan, 
Brandon and Mrs. W. A. ‘Turner 
of Baton Rouge, La.; and one; 
brother, G. P. Whitaker of Little: 
Rock, Ark. = 

Mr, Whitaker’s body will lie in 
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wirs. Ance Whitaker, Dies | 


“Mrs. Alice Whitaker, widow of George 
R. Whitaker, ‘died suddenly Jast Thurs- 
day. morning about: o oiclock in’Dr. Ira. 
Seale’s, office in the’ Tyson Drug’ Co's! 
; building. 

Mrs. Whitaker arrived in Holly 
‘Springs Wednesday morning from Ecru 
‘Miss., where she hed been staying with: 

her daughter, Mrs. Jack Ryan. She! 
was visiting Mr. and Mrs. Clinard! 
Brown here and went up town Thurs-; 
day morning and wes taken sick in Li! 
G. Fant’s office. |. 

She grew worse on the way to Dr.| 
Seal’s office and arriving there was 
placed on a couch anc expired in a few 
moments from heart troybie. 

The body was taken to the home of 
old friends and. former neighbors, Mr, 
and Mrs. Jchn S. Hastings, and the 
funeral took place irom there s5- 
Gay. afternoen. ee 

Mrs. Whitaker was a long member of 
‘the Methodist Church, but an old friend! 
Rev. J. P. Horton of Memphis, pastor 
of the Central Avenue Baptist Church, 
was asked to conduct the services. He 
was ssisted by Rev. J. M. Bradley and 
Rev. G. C. Sandusky. Burial was by 
the side of hee husband in Hill Crest 
Cenietery. Fel {hi 1/723h 
_ Mrs. Whitaker is survived by two 
sons and two‘daughters, Mrs. Ruth 
Turner of Baton Rouge, Mrs. Jack 
(Clyde) Ryan of Ecru, George and Dud- 
ley Whitaker of El Dorado, Ark., and 
_ Jackson, Miss. 

Out of town relatives who attended 
ithe funeral were Mr. and Mrs. Jack 
iRyen and daughter, Cora of Ecrue, 
‘George and Dudiey Whitaker 6l“Ark- 
‘ansas, El Dorada, Ark. and Jaclrson, 
| Miss., Walter Whitaker of Memphis, 
Miss Bessie Whiteker of Jackson, Miss., 
‘Miss: Annie Mansker of Grenada. 

Pall bearers chose on ‘fram old neigh- ; 
lors and friehds were Chester Mcal- 
‘exander, Con W. Benes, Russell Brown 
J.-E. Shelton, John 8. Hastings, wit 
Anderson and John 8, Doxey. 


re SRD PF THANKS, eS [ 


“We wish: to express. our hearty” ape 
preclation to the'dear ones who admin- 
_ istered to.” our mother's last . earthly 
' needs, Also. to our many friends for 
, their og ocd ‘Services and beautiful 


a 


Mrs! ‘ Adrion; "Turner, “ 
Mrs, ‘Jack Ryan, daughters’... 
Miss: Tone Mansker Niece, - 


: * George and’ Peudley Whitaker 
: Sons. « ’ 


aS L986 
eneral, 2 


G. P. Whitaker 
Rites Wednesday 


George P, Whitaker, 73, of 
North Little Rock, Ark., died Mon- 
day night while visiting his sis- 
ter-in-law, near Brandon. 

Relatives found his body early 
Tuesday. A physician said he had 
-{been dead for several hours. 

Whitaker was a native of Holly 
Springs, Miss., but had lived in 
North Little Rock for several 
years. 

He was a retired brakeman for 
the Missouri Pacific Railroad and 
was a member of the Methodist 
church and a member of the broth- 
ethood of railway trainmen. 

Survivors include two _ sisters, 
Mrs. J. C. Ryan of Brandon and 
ag W. A. Turner of Baton Rouge, 

a 

His body was sent from Baldwin 
Funeral Home ‘Wednesday to Holly 
Springs. Funeral services were to 
-|be held there at 2 p.m. Wednes- 
day. 

- interment was to be i in the Holly 
‘- Springs cemetery. 
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Deaths 7... 
TOM J. JONES, 84, of the 


Turkey Fork commmunity. of 
Greene County. Service at 10 


a.m. Tuesday at Freeman’ ‘ 
Funeral. Home Chapel, 
Leakesville. 
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Also See: 

1. John Osborne Austin-One hundred & sixty Allied 
Families 

2. The Parker Family, Johnson Co., N.C. & related 
families 

3. Parker in America 1911 
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